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On an Epidemic ‘‘Osharaku” that occured
at Sakata in 1722

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

In the spring of 1722, an epidemic call “Osharaku’ prevailed widely among the people of Sakata,
Yamagata prefecture and over three thousand people died due to the epidemic. In 1981, a TV pro-
gramme was made and broadcast, in’ which “Osharaku” was diagnosed as hydrophobia. Osharaku
is a word from a dialect of the Sakata district meaning prostitutes.

This was proposed by Mr. Yamaguchi, however, his opinion was based upon an incorrect hypo-
thesis that the epidemic must have been hydrophobia as another epidemic prevailing in the same

district of Sakata in 1742 was discribed as hydrophobia.

There is no definite proof that the epidemic was hydrophobia. Another conclusion would be that

this epidemic might have been malignant influenza considering the various points sofar.
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