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The System of Aisei-kan

by
Nobuyuki NUMAKURA

Aisei-kan was established by Yasurd Takamatsu (1838-1893) in 1888, for the purpose of spreading
medicines and books on hygiene all over the country. These medicines were made up by the recipe
which Jun Matsumoto (1832-1907) wrote, who became the first surgeon general in Japan. The books
on hygiene were written according to his dictation. The above-mentioned are the characteristics of
Aisei-kan. There was no study of Aisei-kan until recently. The system of Aisei-kan contained reliable
leaders, some branches, and many retailers all over the country. It was on a nationwide scale. It
obviously reflects the ideas of Y. Takamatsu (the director) and J. Matsumoto (the adviser) about

medical treatment for the general public.
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