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Propaganda Bills for Vaccination Distributed
during the Kaei Period in Japan

Masao SOEKAWA

In March, 1849, the Tokugawa Shogunate proclaimed the “Order of Prohibition of Dutch

Medicine” in order to suppress progressive medical doctors and to protect conservative doctors of



the Chinese school.

However, one boon to the progressive medical doctors, who had learned Dutch medicine and
wanted to perform veccination in place of variolation, was that a live vaccine virus strain was
introduced in June of the same year to Japan through the courtesy of Dr. O. Mohnike, a Dutch
physician stationed at Nagasaki.

Popularization of vaccination was, however, a very difficult problem, because variolation had
long been performed in Japan.

Contrary to variolation, vaccination was criticized in various ways. Some conservative doctors
blamed vaccination for injuring the skin of those vaccinated, while some others stated that vac-
cination requires those vaccinated to return their vaccine lymph, and so forth.

Among the people there were some who feared that a horn might grow out of their head or
their voice might become like that of a cow when they were vaccinated.

Under such circumstances, progressive medical doctors had to search for and obtain non-
vaccinated children to continue vaccination and to maintain the vaccine strain. Therefore,
especially in midsummer and midwinter, the difficulty of their work was beyond description.

In this early period of vaccination a pediatrician named Ryusai KUWATA produced a
creative wood block print so that common people could understand the superiority of vaccination
over variolation. He distributed many of the prints widely.

Because Ryusai’s picture was unique and attractive, and the explanatory notes were also easy
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to understand, this wood block print acted as a good guide for common people in the understan-
ding of vaccination.

Other docters at that time, who were endeavoring to promote vaccination also made their
own prints modeled after Ryusai’s composition.

The author compared in detail the composition and the explanatory notes of seven different
propaganda bills. Deciphering the explanatory notes of seven bills, he discovered that in six bills
it was explained that vaccination had been discovered in the Netherlands by E. Jennner.

The author discusses why such an erroneous explanation appeared.
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