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Medical Service in the Roman Army
in the Republic

by
Masao KOBAYASHI

It is generally known that there were surgeons in the army in the Roman FEmpire, because
numerous inscriptions found throughout the empire have frequent references to medicus legionis
or cohortis. However, there is no mention of the medici and valetudinaria in the descriptions of
the Roman army in the Republic. Therefore we may conjecture that in the Roman army until
the time of Augustus there was no trained doctor available for the common soldier and an
organization of an official medical service was neglected.

By whom and how were the sick and wounded cared for in the centuries preceding the im-
perial era ? This paper treats whether or not there was a corps of soldiers deputized to care for

the wounded.
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