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Arrival of the Iranian Physician, Way-yarid
in Japan in 554 A.D.

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

As the Kudara country was at war with the neighboring countries of Shiragi and Kohkuri around
550 A.D., she asked for financial and military aid from Japan in 553 A.D., In response to this requist,
Japan helped her with the sending of two chargers, two ships, bows and arrows.

In return for Japanese support, the government of Kudara dispatched a group of scholars and
musicians.

Among the scholars, a physician named Oh-yu-ryo-da in Japanese was included. This name
sounds strange as Korean or Chinese, suggesting that he might have come from some other country
than Korea and China.

Prof. G. Ito of Kyoto University, decoded his name linguistically as “Way-yarid” or “Way-ayarid”
in middle Persian, which means man helped by Way. “Way” is the god of life, death and wind.

Unfortunately, the detailed information of him including the correct dates of arrival and leaving,
duration of stay and medical activities, but he is the very first recorded Iranian physician to arrive
in this country.

This fact suggests the possibility that he might have brought hemp as medicine into Japan,
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