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Dr. Genkuro Fujino in the Lineage of Western
Study by the Dutch Language (Ran-Gaku)

by
Hyonosuke IZUMI

Dr. Genkuro Fujino, Luxun’s teacher for anatomy at Sendai Medical College, is known to have
had direct ancestors who studied Western medicine through the Dutch language. The details of the
ancestry and their influence on Dr. Fujino are reviewed and discussed.

1. Genkuro’s grand-father, Kinjo, learned Dutch medicine from Genshin Udagawa, the author of
“Ihan Teikoh”, a famous book for applied clinical anatomy. Its influence may have been a part of
Genkuro’s motive to study anatomy.

2. Genkuro’s father, Shoh-hachiro, studied Dutch medicine under Genzui Koishi in Kyoto and
later at Koh-an Ogata’s “Tekijuku” in Osaka.

3. Dr. Genkuro Fujino resigned from professorship in Sendai and returned to his native village
to spend the latter half of his life in practicing medicine. In the changing stream of Japanese
medicine from Dutch influence to the German one, the tradition of Dutch medicine in him may have

acted rather as a burden to Dr. Genkuro Fujino.
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