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Kensai IKEDA

by
Kenya HORIE

Professor Kensai ITkeda was the first president of the medical school of Tokyo University, but he
is little known, except through his own “Reminiscence”.

He was born in 1841 at Nischino, Niigata prefecture. His father’s name was Kenzo Irisawa, and
he was called Keisuke, or Kensuke Irisawa when he was young.

He went to Tokyo when he was 16th years old looking for his elder brother named Kyohei
Irisawa.

At Tokyo he went to the school of medicine opened by Tokugawa-Bakufu named “Igakusho”, and
he learned “Kendo” at a school opened by “Gunbei Iba”.

He learned the Dutch language from Ryutard Takegaki, one of the servants of Tokugawa.

Koan Ogata came to Edo (Tokyo) from Osaka during Bunkyu 3, Feb. 1860. Kensai hoped to
learn from Kéan Ogata, and he was admitted to Ogata’s medical school. His student number at the

Ogata school was No. 618. He was the last student of the Ogata school during Ogata’s life.
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