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Etymological Study of ‘‘Masui”

by
Akitomo Matsuki

The Japanese word “Masui” is considered to have originated from Chinese.

Investigating numerous numbers of Chinese literatures since the third century, I could not find the
word “Masui”. In addition, I could find no other Chinese word than “J{ft” in a English-Chinese
dictionary published in 1886. This fact implies that Chinese did not use “JE” to express a state of
anesthesia.

We did not find the word “Masui” in any of the literatures including medical science published
before the Bunka-Bunsei period.

In 1850, Seikei Sugita translated and published the medical book entitled “Sai-sei-bi-ko” into
Japanese in which he used “Masui” to express the physical state produced by ether in halation. This

is the first use of the Japanese Word “Masui” in Japan.
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