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Medicine in the Azuchi-Momoyama Era as Seen in
the Japanese-Portuguese Dictionary
(2) Medicines (herbs, folk remedies, patent medicines and so forth)
by s
Setsuko KAME, Akira OHTSUKI, Kyutaro MAEKAWA e

This paper is an attempt to find all types of words relating to medicines in “The Japanese-Portu-
guese Dictionary” and to introduce them.

We first picked out one hundred and forty-eight words and divided them according to their
material quality such as the following; 1: mineral (thirteen words), 2: animal (fifteen), 3: plant (one
hundred and twenty). Next we picked out fourteen words with meanings of patent medicines or com-
pounded ones, and another thirty-nine words referring to medical effects or dispositions. Thus in this
paper we present two hundred and one words in all.

Many of them are names of Chinese drugs and it is hardly possible to detect medicines peculiar



to Japan. We can only suggest that such herbs as Yakushiso (Efizi), Aoki (F/4), Chidomegusa (fi
1E55), Akibokori (% iz b), were used as folk remedies. Another suggestion is the possibility that two
patent medicines, that is, Manbyo-En (739%F3) and Shiho-Tan (Liz 5 J3) did not appear until those days.

At any rate these words we introduced say little about their actual usage. For instance, Shikunshi
(fiFHF) and Sanzashi (IL#7F) recorded in this dictionary are said to be imported for the first time
to Japan much later, so we have to notice the possibility of this dictionary’s containing of some drugs

which were not yet seen nor used at that time in Japan.
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