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The Most Northern Area of Cholera Prevalence

in the Ansei Period (1858-1859)

by
Akitmo MATSUKI

A severe cholera epidemic brought into Nagasaki by the American ship “Mississipi” prevailed over
Japan for several yecars during the Ansei period. This was the second case in the history of cholera
epidemics in Japan. It was said that this cholera epidemics had been lacking.

The author performed a wide field survey on this subject and found that the most northern area
where the cholera epidemics in the Ansei period prevailed was in Fukaura (Fukaura town, Aomori-ken
presently) during August of 1859 and the disease was brought to this village from Noshiro town of
Akita. So far, the author could not find any records or documents concerning the cholera epidemics

during this period in the Yezo and Hakodate area, strongly suggesting that there was no prevalence

of the disease in this area.
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