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Keicho Mission and Eary Christian Medicine
by

Shoichi YAMAGATA

Masamune Date’s main purpose in sending Tsunenaga Hase (1574-1624) to Rome, Keichd Mission
(1613-1620), was to negotiate a trade and navigation treaty, to set up a collegio similar to the Amakusa
collegio of the Jesuits as well as to establish a Fraciscan diocese in Sendai. Tsunenaga was given the
title of count of Palatino by Pope Paul V and received Roman citizenship. Sotelo received permission
to be a bishop. However the Spanish privy council advised the King of Spain to postpone the agreement
and finally, because of the prohibition of Christianity by Ieyasu Tokugawa was strengthened, all the
effort was in vain, except for Hasekura’s title and citizenship.

Tatewaki Chujo went to New Spain as a subordinate of Hasekura and learned Gynecology. The

decendant of Chujo, Yoki Chiijjo became a gynecologist of the Date clan. Sado Satd learned the western
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way of iron manufacture and played the central role in iron manufacture in the Sendai clan.
Masamune’s mistress was once treated by Pedro de Burguillos in 1610. Pedro was head of the
associated hospital of a Franciscan church. This incidence connected Masamune and Sotelo, and
Masamune became interested in western science especially in medicine. There were 118 houses of medi-
cine in the Sendai clan and 17 of them were surgical staffs and almost all of these surgical staff
member learned Dutch medicine.
Therefore it is easy to understand why in 1822 March Chutaku Sasaki (1790-1846) was selected as
the professor of surgery and chief of the Dutch Department to the medical school of the Sendai clan

which was separated from Yokendo in 1817.
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