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Motoyasu Taki and his ‘‘Yezo-chi Ishitsu Ko”
by
Akitomo MATSUKI

During a period of Bunka from 1807 to 1808, the diplomatic relationship between Japan and Russia

became serious because of the Japanese refusal to trade with Russia.

The Tokugawa shogunate dispatched many soldiers for defence against Rusian invasion of Japan,

especially in the northern part of Japan, the Yezo area.

However, scurvy prevailed among the soldiers who were dispatched to the Yezo area.

194 9

The Shogunate asked Motoyasu Taki who was the director of Seiju-Kan Medical School to inves-

tigate the cause and treatment of scurvy.
In response to this, he wrote a short report entitled “Yezochi-ishitsu Ko” (Strange disease in the
Yezo area) describing the nomenclatures, causes, case reports and treatment of the disease.

The original document has been in the Doi Library of Tokyo University.



