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Cesarean Section during the Meiji Period in Hokkaido
by
Akitomo MATSUKI

A history of cesarean section during the Meiji period in Hokkaido is here briefly described.
On April 30, 1904, the first cesarean section was undertaken by Dr. F. Sekiba of Sapporo on a

34-year-old woman. An incorrect diagnosis of a giant ovariant cyst had been made by a previous

(7))
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physician and she had received a uterine puncture ‘by him. Dr. Sekiba performed an emergency
cesarean section under chloroform anesthesia, because he had thought the baby might have died by
the puncture.

The operation revealed twins in the uterus and both of them were dead due to immaturity.

The next year, Dr. H. Enomoto of Mashike performed a vaginal operation on a 27-year-old female
suffering from intra-uterine placenta seven days after delivery. The placenta was removed by an incis-
ion of the uterus transvaginally. This is not a cesarean section in the stict sense of the word.

During two years in 1907 and 1908, Dr. S. Fujino of Hakodate, who was the first specialist in this
area, performed a total of three cases of cesarean section. He reported two successful cases of Porro’s
operation in the medical journal, however, the details of the remaining one case is still unknown to

us.
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