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Erwin Baelz and Typhus
by
Hiroshi YASUI

In the Ist and IInd Reports of the Naimushé Hygiene Department in 1877, typhus was noted as
one of five infectious diseases. But after that, it was not always designated as infectious, because kno-
wledge of infectious diseases was not accurate in Japan. “In the Infectious Disease Preventive Measures”
published in 1880, typhus was designated as one of them, so the Japanese government must have
recognized that typhus patients were observed mostly in prisons only. Under these circumstances, E.
Baelz could not establish the existence of typhus patients in this country. If he had visited a prison
before, he visited Ichigaya prison in Tokyo in Feb. 1881 finally, and found two typhus patients there.
At the same time, Beukema found many patients in a hospital in Yokohama, and held autopsies on
two corpses. These reports of Baelz and Beukema are accepted as the first ones about this disese in
Japan reported with medical knowledge.

Thereafter many patients of typhus were reported. In 1886, more than eight thousand patients
were observed and one thousand five hundred of them died.

Baelz said that sporadic typhus was rare in general. So there might have been some endemics of

murine typhus fever described as typhus. The pathogen of typhus is Rickettsia Provazeki carried by
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Pediculus humans corporis, a sort of louse, and that of murine typhus is Rickettsia mooseri carried by
the ratflea. But these two diseases could not be differentiated, because they broke out sometimes at
the same place simultaneously.

Baelz said that the typhus patients were found undoubtedly in the beginning of the 19th century
in Japan. This was probably, the socalled epidemic of measles. They say, in the famine days of the
Yedo era, measle spread violently among not only children, but also adults. This fact convinces us

that the epidemic was typhus, but we have no proof to deny measles.
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