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Medicine in the Azuchi-Momoyama Era as Seen
in the Japanese-Portuguese Dictionary

(I) Medical Instruments
by
Setsuko KAME, Akira OHTSUKI, Kyutaro MAEKAWA

“The Japanese-Portuguese Dictionary (translated into Japanese)” was published in 1980. The
original dictionary written in Portuguese was compiled for Portuguese missionaries who had needed to
learn Japanes, and published in 1603 at Nagasaki. This dictionary contains nearly thirty thousand
Japanese word from the Azuchi-Momoyama era. We can find therein about one thousand three
hundred words which are concerned with medical treatments, diseases, medicines, and what not.

This paper introduces these words adding some considerations.

At first we deal with such words as related to medical instruments. We can pick up sixty-five

words and divide them into eight classes such as follows: 1: There are some noteworthy words on
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acupuncture and moxibustion such as Tomebari (jk$P). 2: Hirabari (E§f), Nyubachi (F.$k) and
Shibin (7#3fi) had not been before the appearance of this dictionary. 3: Except in this dictionary we
can hardly find the words Kusurizutsu (&), Tsutsujin (& UA) and Senjiberashi (BIUH 5 L), 4:
There are no words which we cannot find in the books published after this dictionary. 5: Yakuto
(3£ 7)), Yagen (3EHF) and Kyu-o-sueru (4% 3 % % =apply moxa) had come to function as metaphors
thereafter. 6:There are two important words «--::- Onjaku (f&/) and Yakan (CGEE) - from the view-
point of change of meaning. 7: Various kinds of instruments in which medicines were kept had been

used in those days. 8: Some traces of primitive meanings are seen in explantory notes of this dictionary.
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