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To my dear Friends in Takahashi,

Please accept my congratulations on the organi-
zing of the first Sabbath-School in Takahashi.
Since the time when Christ said “Suffer little chil-
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dren to come wite me” and again “Search the Sc-
riptures for in them ye think ye have eternal life;
and they are they which testify of me”, the study
of the Bible has been regarded as one of the first
steps for the Chritian, both old and young ; and
experience has shown that there is no better way
of doing this, publically, than in the Sabbath-
School. Its importance to the wilfare of the com-
munity and of the individual is universally reco-
gnised in Christian lands, leading the best and
greatest men to take an active part in the work
of the school.

I confidently expect from this organization the

outgrowth of influences which will benefit your com-
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munity in many ways, as well as help you, indi-
vidually to acquire at an early day, that knowledge
of the Holy Scripture so essential to an intelligent
faith and a strong Christian character.

With my earnest prayers for your success are
united those for the early organization of -similar
institutions in outlying villages where the Holy
Bible, whose Author is God, whose Matter is Truth
and whose End is the Salvation of men, may be
early and carefully studied by the people.

J.C. Berry
Okayama,

July 13, 1880
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