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4Q10° (HEEZH IR V4R0°)

A Historical Consideration of the Medical Ethics in
Kyoto at the Times of The Edo-era

Tadashi Moriya, M.D.: Chairman,/Japan Society of Medical History

It is considered that the medical ethics in Kyoto in the times of the Edo-era or Tokugawa Shégunate
was greatly influenced by “The Precept of the School” or “The 17 Medical Regulations of Enju-in” pre-
scribed by Manase Gensaku (1549-1631). These medical regulations were taken over by one of his talented
pupils Yamawaki Genshin (1953-1678), and named “The Medical Regulations of Y&ju-in”, and were
continuously succeeded by the family. It formed the medical ethics of the whole city. These regulations
were then spread all over Japan by the doctors who studied in Kyoto under their influence.

The contents of “The Enju-in Medical Regulations” and “The Y&ju-in Medical Regulations” are
similar. One of the characteristics of these regulations is that one can find in them much influence of
Christian ideas.

Manase Ikkei Désan (1507-94), stepfather to Manase Gensaku, became a Christian in 1584 at the
age of 78 and it can be assumed that his son-in-law Gensaku, who was then 35 years of age must have
been much influenced both by his Christian father and by the trend of the times. In the “Regulations”,
such Christian ideas as “love”, “prohibition of abortion”, “prohibition of administration of toxic sub-
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stances”, “love of enemy”, “precepts of the Surmon on the Mount”, “the rights of women” and “obser-
vance of monogamy”, can clearly be traced. Christian influence must also have been made by Father
Carlo Spinola who came to Kyoto in 1605, worked there for 7 years and afterward died a martyr in
Nagasaki in the 8th year of Genna (1622).

Father Spinola is also known as a scholar. He studied philosophy at the University of Naples, and
astronomy and mathematics at the University of Rome. It can be supposed that he gained the knowledge
of “The Oath of Hippocrates” in his studies of philosophy. The prohibition of abortion and that of the
use of toxic substances mentioned in “The Enju-in Medical Regulations” are thought to have found their
origin in “The Oath”.

In the Vatican Library, an old manuscript of the 12th Century written in Greek is kept. In manu-
script the words are arranged in a shape of a cross and the sentences begin with “Ex zod rard toyv ‘Izmo-

1%

kpdrov Gorov, raf® ¢” (This is exactly same as “The Oath of Hippocrates”. According to the Oath etc.).

(What should be noticed in the manuscript is that the names of Greck gods which are written in the
original ‘Oath’ are taken off, and the item of lithotomy is excluded, and the items of the prohibition of
abortion and that of the administration of toxic substances come much ahead of other items, thus chang-
ing the order of the original arrangement of the items.)

The manuscript not only shows us clearly its close relation to Christianity but also suggests that the
Ethics of “The Enju-in Medical Regulations” has its origins derived from ancient Greece. Is it interest
to observe how the medical ethics in the times of Tokugawa Shégunate in Japan had its roots deep

in the old Mediterranean civilization?
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