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On the *Hasso-setsu” written by Risshi Mori

—Questioning the number of volumes of the Su wen—

by Toshiaki Maruyama

A short and interesting paper, the “Hasso-setsu” was written by Risshi Mori (1807-1885). He
was the last and the most peculiarly individual physician of the Koshégaku (#3r2) school, which was
a bibliographical study of Chinese classics and made a sudden rise in the late Tokugawa era. In
this paper he proposed that an ancient book named Pa so (A%) which was referred to in the Chun
chiu tsu shih chuan (FHkEE(zE) should have been properly written as Pa su (A%), and that the book
has been the Su wen (3R]) of eight volumes. This reasoning is very unique but cannot be acade-
mically accepted, because there are few solid grounds to verify it.

Whether his reasoning is right or wrong, it suggested to me a solution to the ancient problem of
the number of volumes of the Su wen. Before Wang Bing (Fk) reorganized the Su wen in 756
A.D., it had been transmitted in nine volumes lacking the seventh volume. My conjecture is that
this book originally totaled eight volumes and had its number of volumes changed to nine to support

a belief that it exists as a half of the Huan & nei ching (3w1%%).
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