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Was the vaccinia virus, which was introduced into
Japan by Dr. Otto G.]. Mohnike, used for vaccination
in Japan °?

Masao SOEKAWA

Soken Narabayashi (1802-1852), who asked his lord, Naomasa Nabeshima, to introduce vaccinia
virus into Japan from the Netherlands and succeeded in its introduction, published a book entitled
“Gyuto-Shokoh” (Guidebook of Vaccination) in 1849.

In this book, he noted the following:

Dutch physicians, who came to Japan and were stationed at Dejima, Nagasaki as Captains, had
tried many times to introduce vaccinia virus. However, their endeavors were in vain. Otto Gottlieb
Johann Mohnike, who arrived at Nagasaki in 1848 also tried to vaccinate Japanese with the vaccinia
virus he brought, but the virus caused no eruption. Thereupon, Séken told Mohnike that scabs were
preferable in Japan for variolation, because scabs were effective even after several months’ storage.
He advised Mohnike to try the introduction of scabs instead of lymph, also in case of cowpox.

In the next year, 1849, vaccinia virus arrived in the form of scabs at Nagasaki (from the

Netherlands via Batavia) and three children were inoculated by Mohnike. One vaccinial eruption

12
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appeared on the arm of one of the inoculated children. Using the derived pustule, three children
were inoculated; in this way the virus was further passed on among children and it was gradually
distributed in various parts of Japan.---(The words in parentheses are a comment by M.S.)

In 1882, Jurin Arita published a paper concerning the first vaccinator in Japan. In this paper,
Arita presented the manuscript of Keisai Yoshio (1822-1894), who was present when Mohnike
vaccinated the son of Kijiro Kafuku (an interpreter). According to his manuscript, the vaccinia
virus brought by Mohnike in 1848 was effective, and it was distributed in Japan.

The paper of Arita caused some embarassment to those who were convinced that the first
introduction of active vaccinia virus had been in 1849. The author considers that the question of
whether the vaccinia virus introduced in 1848 was active or not should be resolved. This paper
deals with the results of an investigation conducted by the author on a small scale.

Firstly, he sought documents which prove the efficacy of the vaccinia virus introduced in 1848:

In two biographies of Shumpo Takahashi (1805-1868) there was a description which appears to
indicate that the vaccinia virus introduced in 1848 was active, but this was denied by another
comprehensive biography of Shumpo Takahashi which was edited by persons from the same province,
Kumamoto.

Next he sought documents which deny the activeness of the vaccinia virus in 1848:

In the diary of Hoan Shibata (1800-1856), Hoan wrote that Kafuku’s child and Narabayashi’s
were vaccinated by a Dutch physician in the morning of the 17th of July, 1848. Thereafter, Hoan

(138)
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wrote about nothing but weather until the 25th of July. These blanks appear to indicate that no
reaction was observed in the vaccinated children.
In the Javasche Courant 1850, No. 2, Zaturdag, 5 Januarij, it was reported that the vaccinia

virus in 1848 was inactive, but the one which arrived in 1849 was active and it was used for vac-

cination in Japan.

The author could not find documents which proved the activeness of the vaccinia virus in 1848,

but he found documents which denied its activeness.
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