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Medical Ethics and The Essence of Medicine

by
Sakae MIKI

”The essence of Medicine is Nature. It aims to respect life, to cure the diseases of the body and mind and to promote
health. It must do this all within the framework of medical ethics.”

Medical ethics has been inherently in harmony with the art of medicine from its genesis. It can not be separated from
a religious ethic and it remains as the core of the essence of medicine to this day.

It is my purpose to explain this relationship chronologically from the standpoint of medical history.
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Chutaku Sasaki; his Role Relating to Venesection

by
Shoichi YAMAGATA

A part of the translation of Laurens Heister’s book of surgery, done by Gentaku Ohtsuki, a medical staff member of the
lord of Sendai, by the request of Genpaku Sugita was revised by Chiitaku Sasaki and was published under the title Yoishin-
sho-Y#idohen in the 8th year of Bunsei (1825). However, the other part of that translation, Ydishinsho-Shirakuhen, done
by Gentaku with the guidance of Ryotaku Maeno was not published although the title Hasshiseiyd was already given to that
planned book. Chitaku Sasaki became a disciple of Gentaku Ohtsuki of Edo in the 12th year of Bunka (1815) and received
the request from Gentaku to revise the Hasshiseiyd. Chutaku did this consulting Gorter’s Surgery and the Késcishinpen, and
the revised version of Hasshiseiyd was completed and published in the 8th year of Bunsei (1825). With the publication of
this book, the exact technique and true criteria of venesection were first introduced in Japan and became popular. In Hasshi-
seiyd one can find the rather reserved attitude of Gentaku toward the venesection which can be compared with the positive
attitude of Chiitaku revealed in his revision although his vast knowledge and deep understanding can also be appreciated in
that book. This difference may come from the difference between the personality of both of these eminent men of medicine

of that era.
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The Myths of Kojiki and Nihon-shoki, and Medicine (Part 1)

by
Taku SHIMMURA

This thesis discusses how medicine is considered in the myths of Kojiki and Nihon-shoki. These myths perform the func-
tion of consolidating the submission of various clans to the Yamato Dynasty by the Dynasty’s monopoly of all the rituals
including the remedial treatment of diseases which is one of the most important duties of the chief of each community,
and they also exercise the function of justifying the validity of the Yamato Dynasty through the establishment of religious
relationship between the Emperor and each clan.

The treatment of diseases was expected of the chief of each community mainly because successful coping with disease was
considered to be indispensable to the maintenance of the order of the community and its productive activity; if someone in a
certain community fell ill, it would lead to the collapse of the whole commutity which was sustained by the cooperation of

. each member.
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(%) Matsuki, A.: Seishu Hanaoka, a Japanese Pioneer in Anesthesia. Anesthesiology 32: 446, 1970 m
(w) Matsuki, A.: The Correct Date of The First General Anesthsia by S. Hanaoka. Anesthesiology 39: 565, 1973
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On Doko Izashiki, Japanese Pioneer 5

of Anesthesia at the End of 17th Century

by
Akitomo MATSUKI

Seishu Hanaoka was believed to have been the first to give anesthetics for surgery in 1804 in Japan.

Recent investigations, however, have revealed that Tokumei Takamine of Ryukyu went to China and learned the practical
technique of general anesthesia and surgical technique for hare lip, then came back to Ryukyu in 1689, where Doko Izashiki
learned the techniques from him in 1690. Within the following several years Izashiki returned to Kagoshima at the order of

the Shimazu feudal clan.



Yasumasa Izashiki M.D. of Kagoshima, an ophthalmologist, is a descendant of Doko Izashiki. Recently he obtained an
old family record of Izashiki’s. According to it, Doko Izashiki was born on March 29, 1661, as a son of ko-emon Yama-
nouchi. At the age of 19, Doko entered Izashiki’s family as an adopted son. He died on October 1st, 1730.

In Izashiki’s cemetary, there are eight tombstone. Two of them are important. The one is the grave stone of Doko
Izashiki and the other is of his ancestors, which was made by Doko Izashiki in 1920.

So far we don’t have any document substantiating that Doko Izashiki performed a surgical operation for hare lip under

general anesthesia, but he is the first to bring the technique of general anesthesia and surgery for hare lip into Japan proper.

(43)
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