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Influenza and Abnormal Weather in the Edo Era

by Shoji TATSUKAWA

This paper is an attempt to trace the interrelation between diseases and climatic changes in Japan.
Climatic conditions have not been constant throughout the ages. There were slight and subtle changes
during the Edo era, and there occationally occurred abnormal weather. Between about 1750 and 1850
occurred the so-called Little Ice Age. There was a tendency towards cold severe winters and cool rainy
summers which in turn might have had an effect on famine and epidemic diseases.

During those years epidemic influenza broke out repeatedly at Nagasaki and spread rapidly throug-
hout the country and mortality was very high. Climate has undoubtedly repercussions on the patterns
of disease but the relationship is not certain. Nevertheless, we are able to surmise that one of causes
of the spread of epidemic influenza may have been due to the fluctuation of climatic periodicity during

the latter part of the Edo era.
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The Role of Kensuke Yokoyama in Medical Education in early

stage of Meiji Era in Miyagi Prefecture.

by Shoichi YAMAGATA

In the fourth year of Meiji (1871), with the abolishment of the clans and establishment of prefec-
tures, the medical school of the Clan of Sendai was also abolished. Hitoshi Nakanome and Makoto
Ishida advocated at that time the establishment of a prefectural medical school and founded Kyoritsu
Hospital, a private hospital.

Kensuke Yokoyama was born 1844 in a place called Takasuga, which is located in the outskirts of
Ishinomaki city. He was educated at Tekitekisai-Juku in Osaka, a private school presided over by Sessai
Ogata, who took the directorship after Koan Ogata. He then went to Nagasaki, was taught medicine
by A.K. Bauduin, a Dutch military doctor, and English by Reinosuke Ga who was one of the official
translators. He returned to Kyoto, and then to Ichinoseki, taught English at the school established by
the Ichinoseki Clan and became a professor of English. In the 6th year of Meiji (1873) he was a pro-
fessor of English at the attached school of Kyoritsu Hospital mentioned above, and afterwards became
the head of professors at the same school. During the period starting from April of the 11th year of
Meiji (1878) and ending in January 1879, he stayed in Tokyo and studied medicine at Tokyo University

Medical Hospital. During this period, he translated two books, one was the “ Treatise on the Principle
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and Practice of Medicine ” by Austin Flint (1812-1886) who was a professor of Long Island College Hos-
pital, and the other the “ Treatise on Human Physiology ” by Professor John C. Dalton Jr. (1825-1889)
of Long Island College Hospital. “ Fushi Shinzo Byo Ron” which has come down to our generation is
one of his works. Kensuke Yokoyama returned to Sendai, worked as chief of the medical staff of the
Miyagi Hospital established by the Miyagi Prefectural Government. Then he successively filled the posts
of the head of the Toyoma, Kesennuma and then Shiroishi, each a division of Miyagi Hospital. In
1884, he opened his private office in Sendai and died in 1915 at the age of 72 as a respected and popu-
lar doctor of the day. Miyagi Hospital served as the hospital of the Miyagi Prefectural School of Medi-
cine (1882-1888), Medical College of the 2nd High School (1888-1901), Sendai Medical College (1901~
1912), and then the Medical College of Tohoku University (1912-1918). With the establishment of the
Medical Faculty of Tohoku University in 1915, the hospital became the hospital of Tohoku University
School of Medicine.
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On “The Oath of Physicians”

Sakae MIKI

Shown hereunder is the modernized Oath of Hippocrates declared at the Second General Meeting of

the World Mecical Association in Geneva in 1948. Its contents and expression evolves with the passage

of time, but the basic idea stays unchanged. For reference I am showing it rearranged and expanded

as follows :

1. It is Nature that cures disease; the physician shall be a minister of Nature.



10.

A medical practitioner shall dedicate his life to mankind, and must have the highest esteem for
human life.

The first duty of a physician shall be to heal the body and mind of the sick and to maintain the
health.

A physician shall practise medicine with modesty, faith, sincerity, and love, so as to win respect
and confidence from the people.

Medical knowledge, under any pressure, shall never be used for any purpose contrary to humanity.

A patient shall never be discriminated against on racial, religious, national, political, economic,
or social grounds.

Every secret of the patient shall be treated confidentially.
Teachers shall be respected with gratitude; colleagues shall be regarded as brothers.

Physicians shall always learn the medical science, master the art of healing throughout their lives,
preserve the dignity and the glorious tradition of the medical profession, and devote themselves to
its progress.

So much, I, as a physician, solemnly pledge by honour at my free will.
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Prayer and Medicine in Medieval Japan

Seitaro HIGUCHI

It is not easy to describe the characteristic of the middle ages of Japan briefly. But often it is said
that this period was “religious”, because religion was more regulated and closely related with the lives
of people than at other times.

It was common practice in medicine that they mainly prayed to Gods and Buddha to cure diseases
in this age. However, there also appeared to be a tendency to take some kinds of drugs and so they
sometimes used the word “ KIRYO ### ”, which means to pray and to take drugs. But most of the
people could hardly consult doctors because of the very high fees, so they were compelled to pray.

In many picture scrolls stories were drawn depicting miracles resulting from the Buddhist faith, and

monks were shown praying for sick people, and also administering medicines to them. And it began at

(45)
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this time that some drugs were sold in temples.

Pathological views in Japan at this time were mostly based on the doctrine of Buddhism, but later
they were influenced by the theories established by Li Tung-yuan and Chu Tan-hsi, the most famous
Chinese physicians of the 13th century. Moreover, European medicine began to have an influence upon
Japan in some degree after the Jesuits came to Japan in the middle of 16 th century.

The Japanese culture is often called a “confluent culture ” meaning that the Japanese easily absorb
a new foreign culture, harmonizing it ingeniously with the traditional culture. From this point of view,
the development of Japanese medicine in the middle ages indicates very well the characteristic of confl-

uence, that is, the harmonizing of religious medicine with scientific medicine.
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Ensei IThan and IThan-Teiko

Ranzaburo OTORI

which was written by Shinsai Udagawa has been preser-

A part of the manuscript of “ Ensei Ihan”
ved. Although incomplete, the manuscript consisting of the remaining 506 pages was obviously descri-
bed in far more detail than in “Ihan Teikd ".
The foreword of “Ihan Teik6 ” related that “ Ensei Ihan” was translated and edited from books of
It was also apparent that this book
This translation done by Shinsai is far more accurate

anatomy written by Blankaart, Palfyn, Verheyen, Winslow et al.

referred to a book of anatomy written by Kulmus.

than that of “Kaitai Shinsho”.
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Seisetsu Naika Senyo (7) 1

Toshio OTAKI

38 Lientery
The chyle taken up from the food in the intestine does not absorbed into the lymphatic ductus, feces
mixed with chyle are discgarged.
39 Cholera
This cholera means diarrhea with vomiting, nowaday’s cholera which the cause is due to vibrio cholerae
is not always equal to this disease.
40 Diarrhea
Cholera and dysentery are included in this term.
41 Fluxus
A type of dysentery with a copious discharge of bile.
42 Melena
The passage of dark stools stained with blood cells.
43 Dysentery

Frequent stools containing blood, mucus and bile.

251



44 Tenesmus
Painful straining at stool.
45 Worms
In this book 3 kinds of worms are described only, ascaris, oxyuris and taenia.
46 Tympanites
These are mentioned already in chapter 7.
47 Graveel
Nephritis and stones in the bladder and in urether.
48 Hematuria
The discharge of blood in the urine. Hoog roode pis means the redness of urine containing red pig-

ments.
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Official Doctors other than Court Physicians

—— A study of Japanese ancient medical history, part 2 —

Taku SHINMURA

Official doctors in ancient Japan consisted of two kinds, one served the various districts and mini-
stries and the other were members of the staffs of the court. But they all belonged to the Tenyakuryo
(the Welfare Ministry in ancient Japan).

The medical care at that time followed the Chinese system. However, only a part of it was in ope-
ration because of the lack of required personnel, that is, there was a shortage of doctors. Therefore,
medical doctors were needed in many quarters and were held in high estimate.

It appears that in the 10th and 11 th centuries specified families occupicd the positions in govern-

ment, but prior to that time we can scarcely find such a tendency.
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