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Remarks on Newly Found Portraits of Two Prominent Physicians
in the Keiché Period—Seyakuin Zensdé and Ichioken Soko

Teizo OGAWA
ZensO was a court physician to Hideyoshi Toyotomi, the great conqueror of all of Japan near the
end of the 16th century. He was highly appreciated by Hideyoshi, and therefore he was also very power-
ful among Japanese doctors at that time. By Hideyoshi’s order a charity hospital, by the name of Seya-

kuin, was established in 1591 in Kyoto, with Zensé as its chief. He died in 1599 at the age of 74 (or

L5



69). The word “Seyakuin” became thereafter the family name for the descendants of Zensd through the
Tokugawa era.

Ichidoken Soko is less known in the medical history of Japan. He too served as a court physician
to Hideyoshi, and accompanied this mighty ruler to Nagoya of Hizen Province at the time of the Japan-

ese invasion into Korea in 1592. His father-in-law, S6kan Nanjo, was a more famous doctor, who wrote

. - A

some significant medical books, “ Setsuyoshii ”, “Tany6ho”, “Sensh(i-Fujinhd” etc. The last mentioned
is said to be the oldest book of gynaecology in Japan.

From the sentences attached to the portrait of Ichioken SoOko, it is especially noticeable, that
Sokan Nanjo, Soko’s father, studied medicine in his youth under Ikka Gessh@i, a prominent Zen-priest
of the Kenninji-Temple in Kyoto, and the author is interested by the fact, that Gessh{i had an intimate
connection with Ippaku Tanino of Ichijédani of Echizen Province. Ippaku was a famous doctor, formerly
a priest, and he succeeded in printing in 1592 the precious medical book "Eighty-One Nangyd” by support
of the provincial lord, Takakage Asakura.

In this article a short history of Seyakuin, the national charity hospital of Japan is mentioned,
and some efforts were made to elucidate the biography of Eitetsu, a Zen-priest in Kyoto, who wrote in
1598 the sentences and poem of praise to the portrait of Ichidken Soko. It is known, that Eitetsu accom-
panied Hideyoshi to Nagoya in Hizen Province, and he went then overseas to Korea, staying several

months in Pusan. He died in 1613 at an unknown age.
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Acceptance and Propagation of Western

Genetics in the Yedo Era

by Ichiro YABE
Western knowledge of genetics before Mendel was accepted and presented in the late Yedo era.
This is found in the “Kosei-Shinpen”, “Taisei-Honz6-Meiso” and “ Shokugaku-Keigen”. The “Kosei-

Shinpen ” was translated from Chomel’s Encyclopedia. Though it wasn’t published in the Yedo era, it




seems that the biological knowledge contained in it spread among Dutch learning scholars. This book,
introducing Haller’s preformation theory, is skeptical about this theory, from the aspect of the relation
between parents and children in terms of hereditary characteristics.

In the “ Taisei-Honz0-Meiso ”, the heredity of flowers under hybridization was shown, and the
biological term “Henshu” (variety) was coined.

The description in the “Shokugaku-Keigen” is more advanced than in the “ Taisei-Honz6-Meiso”.
In this book it is explained that hybrids can not be made between different genuses.

The genetic informations stated in these books belong to the 18th century and the contemporary
highlights in this field in Europe are reflected through the Dutch books which were then available in this

country.

(Department of Human and Cultural Sciences, Musashi University)
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On the treatment of sick prisoners as seen in the ancient

Japanese (Yoro-ritsuryo) and the Chinese Laws (Tang-lii)

by Taku SHINMURA

In this paper the author has traced the treatment of sick prisoners as stated in both the ancient
Japanese and Chinese Laws. Sick prisoners were granted some special favors from the standpoint of the
Confucian ethics: for example, medical treatments undergone by court physicians (Tang-lii) and leaving
of absence from penal detention during illness.

Generally, the Japanese Law followed the Chinese one, but the former was much simpler than the
latter ; they were so of sick prisoners, too. And these laws compare quite well with the present constitu-
tion,

Generally, though penal detention mentioned in these lawswas in the name of cultivating virtue
in reality, convicts were simply enforced to hard labor imposed by the government, which aimed at
maintaining national security, and they were inflicted with pain, while the treatment of the sick prisoners
was often neglected.
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The Medieval Japanese Medical Treatments

viewed from Picture-Scrolls

by Seitaro HIGUCHI

It is difficult to know concretely the medical treatments and the ralation between physicins and

patients only from documents. In this paper, the authour discussed them making reference to the
medieval Japanese picture-scrolls,
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Death of Dr H.Hansen, The Director of Paula Stradine

Medical Historical Museum

Dr H.Hansen, the director of the Paula Stradine Medical Historical Museum, located in Riga,
Latvian S.S.R., U.S.S.R. passed away on August 17, 1972.

She was born in Riga on September 29, 1909 and graduated from the institute in Kharkov of Ukr-
ainian S.S.R.and served in this institute as instructor. :

During world War 1I, she worked with the Public Health Organization Department of the U.S.S.R.

After the war, she went back to Riga and made much contribution to development of the Public
Health Orgauization.

From February of ,1961"till thelast days, she headed the P. Stradine Medical Historical Museum,
which, so far, has been widely known as a large-scale institute of medical history in U.S.S. R,
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Glossary

Todo Yoshimasu A B
Genetsu Kagawa HNLERE
Chintai HU
Sanki BERT
Kyoto TR

“On Midwifery ” (San-ron) B
“Todo Yoshimasu’s Organon on Medicine ” (I-dan)
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Chang Chung-ching R
Shang-han lun B9
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Gentatsu Matsuoka NG EAES
Genko Hori e
U-daijin AKRE
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Who was first to recommend prohibition of
Chintai and Sanki, Yoshimasu or Kagawa ?

“Todo Yoshimasu’s Organon on Medicine” (I-dan) was originally-
edited by Genitsu Tsuruta, one of the pupils of Yoshimasu, 1747 with-
out being published. Afser the earlier death of Tsuruta, Ichu Nakani--
shi, another pupil of Yoshimasu, revised the manuscript of Tsuruta
adding two paragraphs and the complete manuscript was brought to:
the publisher in 1759. The passage in question is a part of the manu-
script of Tsuruta. On the other hand, “On Midwifery ” (San-ron) by
Genetsu Kagawa was published 1766.

In the paragraph 178 of “Okinagusa” there is a description of
the date 1790 (the 2nd year of Kansei) and “Okinagusa” was comple-
ted 1791. Therefore the paragraph 179 which is now in question was.
most probably written in 1790-1791. The confinement of Mrs. Yomota
had occurred more than 40 years bofore the parapraph was written.
Therefore it may have been in 1745-1750. As to Genetsu Kagawa we-
have no available materials which indicate when Kagawa first prohibi-
ted Chintai and Sanki. “ Okinagusa” offers us nothing about it. Kaku
Yamawaki, one of the pupils of Kagawa, wrote in the appendix of
“On Midwifery ”, that his teacher Shigen Kagawa (Shigen is another
name of Kagawa), the most excellent obstetrician, had maintained his.
repuation as the best specialist in that discipline in Kyoto throughout
those 30 years. From this description we can suggest that Kagawa star-
ted as an obsterician at the latest about 30 years before the publication
of “On Midwifery” (1766), namely, around 1736. But it is another qu-
estion when he first prohibited Chintai and Sanki.

Conclusion

From the above discussions the following can be concluded: It
is not clear who made the earlier pronouncement against Chintai and
Sanki, Yoshimasu or Kagawa. Also unclear is whether each came to the-
idea independently, or the one was influenced by the other, or they were:
equally influenced by an unknown third person. But as regards the do-
cument in which their assertion was given, “ Todo Yoshimasu’s Organom
on Medicine” (written 1747, published 1759) is prior to “On Midwifery™
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prohibited her to lean on the chair in question, and instructed her to
lie as usual only with a pillow a little bit elevated. In spite of the
first birth of a relatively old woman, she did not experience any suf-
fering and lived in good health up to more than 60 years of age. The
«child grew to adulthood and married. She is now over 40 years old.
After this rumor had been spread in the city, it gradually increased
those who sent their wives in pregnancy to Yoshimasu, and they were
always satisfied. His treatment differed from those of other physicians
in every respect. His methods were simple and effective. Therefore he
‘soon became one of the most famous physicians of the Koho-ha school.
Yoshimasu always said, “What I do differs from what other physicians
<do. So, people can hardly comprehend my methods and hesitate to send
patients. After patients have been treated by several physicians without
success, they come to me to ask for treatment. It is therefore usually
very difficult to cure them. But it happens that one or two such severe
«cases are cured.” I think, his success in curing such a patient is more
:admirable than the success of other physicians in curing several ordi-
nary patients. Yoshimasu’s knowledge in medicine and materia medica
was profound. He deservely ranked as the highest authority in these
fields after the death of Gentatsu Matsuoka and Genko Hori. The go-
vernmental authorities often asked him questions, to which he always
:answered explicitly. Later he became a court physician to the Minister
(U-daijin) Kazan-in. He died in the period between Meiwa and Anei
(In reality he died in the 2nd year of the Anei period). His profession
was succeeded to by his son who was also called Shusuke.

Now, I would like to mention another doctor named Genetsu Ka-
‘gawa who lived in Ikkancho street in Kyoto. He belonged to another
school, but he shared with Yoshimasu in the attitude against the above
-given two conventional obstetric precedures. He was a specialist in ob-
stetrics and did not treat other diseases. When he worked with women
in confinement, he tucked up his sleeves and the bottom of his Kimono

the same as midwives. So, people called him the midwife-doctor.))
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the final decision of the most proper treatment in each clinical case)
of the given patient to make successful treatment. The maternity belt

has never been used in China. It is said that the Empress Jingu used :

it. But it was an exceptional case. She was just at the front of the
Japanese-Korean War when she was pregnant. She was therefore com-
pletely clothed in armor.”

An essay of Teikan Kanzawa refering to
the activities of Yoshimasu and Kagawa

In the paragraph 179 of “Okinagusa” (Okinagusa is a plant’s
name, but it means also memoranda of an old man), a work of Teikan
Kanzawa (1710-95), the author wrote an interesting story. This story
has hitherto not attracted the attention of specialists in medical histo-
ry. The story is as follows:

((Among the physicians belonging to the school of Koho-ha (li-
terally the school of older formulas, in the reality, however, a group
of medical reformists aiming at empirical or experimental medicine.
asserting the “Return to Chang Chung-ching ”, the author of “Shang-
han lun ”), which I previously mentioned, Saijiro Matsubara and Shu-
suke Yoshimasu (Shusuke is another name of Yoshimasu) were my
friends in playing the game of Go. Especially Yoshimasu was my
intimate friend. He was earlier called by name Doan. At the end
of the period Kyoho (1916-36) he came from Hiroshima to Kyoto,
«counting his countryman Keizan Hori, a scholar of confucianism, to
make practice in medicine. Hori introduced Yoshimasu Mr. Yomota
‘who was a neighbour of mine. Therefore I saw Yoshimasu very often.
Mrs. Yomota suffered from severe nervousness and she had no child
in her 18 years’ married life. Yoshimasu treated her and after curing
‘her nervousness he succeeded to bring her a child in her 35th or 36 th
‘year. Mrs. Yomota was going to take the maternity belt in the 5th
‘month of pregnancy, but Yoshimasu did not allow her to use it saying
‘that such a conventional custom was not useful but harmful. Her
family did not understand him, but Mrs. Yomota, being convinced
.of the ability of Yoshimasu, followed him. On the expected date
she gave birth to a child without any difficulties. Yoshimasu further
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Todo Yoshimasu and Genetsu Kagawa, their
attitude to two conventional obstetric procedures
Chintai (use of the maternity belt) and Sanki
(use of the spécial chair for women in confine-
ment)

by
Yasuo OTSUKA

Introduction

Todo Yoshimasu (1702-73) and Genetsu Kagawa (1700-77), two
famous contemporary physicians, had many traits of character in
common, namely; 1) they learned medicine not from famous physicians.
as was usually the case, but mostly by themselves, 2) their opinions.
on medical practice were full of originality, and 3) they practiced in
Kyoto, attaining the greatest fame of that time.

It is well known that Genetsu Kagawa recommended restraining
his patients from Chintai (using a maternity belt after the 5th month
of pregnancy) and Sanki (keeping women in confinement in a fixed
posture with a specially designed chair) in his work “On Midwifery ”
(San-ron). But it has soldom been mentioned that the same opinion:
was held also by Todo Yoshimasu.

In “Todo Yoshimasu’s Organon on Medicine” (I-dan) Yoshimasu
says, “Obstetric procedures are different according to the place. What
is harmful should be avoided and only what is useful should be carried
out. One should not adhere to any customs of the region that may be
harmful to avoid possible complications. Women in confinement get
easily tired, they want to sleep and lie comfortably. In Kyoto, how-
ever, they are not allowed to do so for several days after the birth.
This is very bad. If patients suffer from eclampsia, most physicians:
used to treat them with formulas containing Ginseng radix and Astra-
gali radix. What a foolish thing! We should first determine the Sho
(the diagnostic measure of Chinese traditional medicine provided by the
integration of patients’ complaints and physicians’ findings to serve for
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