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A Book of standard formulas “Tekitekisai-yakushitsu-kochuho”
written by Koan Ogata

Yasuo Otsuka

Koan Ogata (1810-1863), a well-known physician of the school of Dutch learning, opened his private
school named Tekitekisai-juku in Osaka in 1838. It was recently found that shortly after the opening
of this school he wrote a book of standard formulas “ Tekitekisai-yakushitsu-kochuho” to show essen-
tials of daily practice to his pupils. This was prepared not for publication but exclusively for instruc-
tion of his pupils with emphasis on practice. This is the reason why even scientifically important drugs
like cinchona are insufficiently mentioned. Cinchona was undoubtedly one of the most important drugs
at that time, but it was too expensive for daily practise. We can learn in this book the real features
of medical practice in Japan in the first half of the 19 th century.

The present author examines the background of the medical knowledge displayed in this book and

explains each of the drugs given in this text with a photocopy of the original text.
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Seisetsu Naika Senyo (2)

Toshio Otaki

We can find many comments in the “Seisetus Naika Senyo”. These comments are written in small
characters, and strictly distinguished from the translation of the original textbook. These comments are
sometimes only a few notes, and sometimes long explanatory notes. Many books and authors are
quoted : Heister, W.Kulmus, J.J. Woyt, A.Munting, Laurens Heister, W. Buchan, S. Blankaart, G.L.B.
van Swieten, R.Dodoneus and Chomel Noel.

I think Udagawa Genzui, the translater of this book, not only translated it, but also made great

efforts to explain this book by reading many other medical books of the time.
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On the Ehidemics of Smallpox in Tanegashima

Kazuo Kawachi

I have examined the epidemical years of smallpox in Tanegashima based of the Tanegashima-kahu
(86 vols). We can find that there were 11 or 12times of epidemics of smallpox from 1682 to 1847 in
this book, but also there are more than 40 records of cases of smallpox. This indicates that there was
much more interest shown in smallpox in other diseases.

Then in that time, how did the epidemics spread out ? Fortunately, there is “ Michikiyo Ichidai Ki-
roku ” (the Diary of Rokurozaemon Michikiyo) which answers this question. In this diary, a few of the
cases of smallpox were described in detail. Particularly, he described the cases of his own grand-child-
ren suffered from the disease but who recovered. After complete recovery, a ceremony took place, in
which the Shimenawa adorned the room and all the family drank to their health. He also wrote of the
case of his grand-daughter, 18 years old, who was suffering from severe smallpox. In this case we can
know how dreadful the disease. This epidemic lasted from the winter of 1836 to the spring of the next
year. And it was so violent that of six children, from 7 to 18 years old, that had smallpox only two

survived.

On the other hand there is the Tokyoku-binran (a book of treatment of smallpox) which was written
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in 1873 by Yanagida Shusui, an old physician of Chinese medicne. According to this book the process
of it was divided into 4 grades and 8symptoms appeared, and he described how to recognize these
differential symptoms and the methods of treatment which included the traditional medicines and dietary
cure.

In 1853, vaccination was first introduced in Tanegashima, but there is the record in the Tanegashima-
kahu that Kira Genmin, an official physician in Tanegashima, had learned the method of vaccination
and Maeda Kyosai, a physician of Satsuma clan, had vaccinated the princesses of the Lord of Tanega-
shima in 1850. According to the Tokyoku-binran, the author recognized the effect of the vaccination in
a sense, but he did not always think it perfect for the prevention of smallpox. This is perhaps the
normal reaction of physician of Chinese medicine.

Even today, we sometimes see a person, suffering from severe illness, whose only method of treat-
ment is to pray to the Buddha and Gods. In the Edo era there was much more common. Particularly
when the epidemics of smallpox occured, the prayer was taken at the Hongenji, the family temple of

Lord of Tanegashima, and the children not suffering from the disease were given the holy cards.
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The Correct Date of the First General Anesthesia by S. Hanaoka

Akitomo Matsuki

Seishu Hanaoka performed many surgical operations under general anesthesia with “ Tsu-sen-san”
as early as the beginning of the nineteenth century.

It had been long believed that he performed an excision of the breast cancer on a woman named
Kan Aiya under general anesthesia on October 13, 1805. However, the author recently found the date
of her death, February 26, 1805, in a necrology of Kohmido-ji Temple located near her hometown. The
fact that she died on February 26, 1805 means she must have undergone the operation previous to this
date. In his manuscript describing the case under consideration, Hanaoka stated that he undertook the
operation on October 13, without giving the year, however, he also wrote that he consulted her on
October 16, 1804 in “a Name List of Breast Cancer”. This discrepancy resulted in an incorrect conclu-
sion that Hanalka examined her on October 16, 1804 and a year later, October 13, 1805 he performed
the operation.

The author’s investigation of the necrology of Kohmido-ji Temple brought out that Seishu Hanaoka
administered the first general anestesia for the excision of the breast cancer on October 13, 1804.

(Department of Anesthesiology, University of Hirosaki, School of Medicine, Aomori-ken, Japan)
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Shakyosei and their Diseases

Taku Shinmura

In this paper T have traced the lives and medical histories of lower ranked officers during the Nara
period, examining the notices of absence f.rom the Shakyosei ---the officers reproducingv the Buddhist
scriptures---, which have been kept in the Shosoin. According to them they mostly suffered from lum-
bago which was caused by sitting for a long periods of time, the so-called, occupational diseases. That
is, they had to work long hours in order to receive promotions, otherwise they were unable to make an
adequate living. When they fell ill, they could ask for medicines and could call on doctors in the office.
But the medical treatment and medication were usually insufficient.

The medical histories indicate further that these officer