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asphyxied at Hakodate for the incendiarism, Dr. Albrecht, a Russian gentle-

“When the poor man was “
It was sent to him, and be- m

man attached to the Consulate, begged the Governor to give him the body.



fore all the learned doctors of the place, the dissection took place. This was a change in the annals of
Japanese history and habits, but the students were all highly and, I trust, painfully interested and

instructed.
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(=) Hodgson, C. Penberton: A Residense at Nagasaki and Hakodate in 1859-1860 with an Account of Japan Generally Lndon,

Richard Bentley, 1861.
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Discovery of the Pulmonary Circulation by an Arab in the

Thirteenth Century.
Anesthesia and Analgesia, 47 : 587, 1968
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The History of Epidemics and Scurvy
in Hokkaido before the Meiji Era.
Part II

Akitomo MATSUKI

The paper is a chronology of the important epidemics, outbreaks
of scurvy and famines that occurred in Hokkaido from 1470 to 1862.
Small pox had been prevalent since 1624. Scurvy was first recorded
in 1808.
(Department of Anesthegiology, University of Hirosaki)

269 (4)



of once every two or three years. And also, it turned out that the
TENNO (“Emperor”) at the top of the regime, when he became ill,
was given Kibyo (“prayer for curing a disease”) by priests. Formerly
Dr. Y4 Fujikawa in his essay gave the name SOI (“medical priest”)
to the priests who, at that time, did such tasks. But in the Ritsuryd
(“statute”), which was the law of the day, such a term was not seen.
Consequently, it may be supposed that the name SOI was coined by
scholars in later ages. On the contrary, we read the name of Kanbyoso
(“nursing priest”) in the literature of that time. And we can find
that some historically famous priests in Japan (e.g. “Ganjin, “Ryoben,
“Doky0, etc.) were in attendance to the Tenno (the Emperor) and in
charge of the Iryo (“medical treatment”) or the Kibyo (“prayer for
curing a disease”). We must, furthermore, pay attention to the fact
that Buddhism medicine equaled the best medical treatment of the time.
(The Kokugakuin University, Graduate School, Course of
Japanese History)

Human Anatomical Dissections
in Hokkaido—Supplements—

Akitomo MATSUKI

This paper reports on the first record of human anatomical dissection
in Hokkaido which was written by C. Pemberton Hodgson, the first
English consul in Hakodate. He wrote “When the poor man was
asphyxiated at Hakodate for the incendiarism, Dr. Albrecht, a Russian
gentleman attached to the Consulate, begged the Governor to give
him the body. It was sent to him, and before all the learned doctors
of the place, the dissection took place. This was a change in the
annals of Japanese history and habits, but the students were all highly
and, I trust, painfully interested and instructed.”
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Medical Treatment as Works of
the Priests in the Nara Period

Seitaro HIGUCHI

In the Nara period, or in the 8th Century of Japan, Buddhist
priests successively engaged in various types of technology and enter-
prise; that is, as makers of reservoirs, as builders of roads and bridges,
as developers of mines, and so on. But above all they performed
medical treatments, which because of their rather close contact with
the life of the masses, extended their accomplishments. The people,
in the Nara period, believed, that when they were seized with serious
disease, it must be punishment given by SHINBUTSU (“God and
Buddha”), because of their bad OKONAI (“behaviour”) in their previous
or present lives and so naturally they would rely not so much on
medicine as on JOBYO (“the elimination of a disease”) by KITO
(“prayer”) of the priest.

Under the regime at that time, the priests could be divided into
two groups; one was the priests, who were recognized officially as such
by the TENNO SEIFU (“the Emperor’s government”) and the other
was the priests, who were in defiance of it and acquired JUTSU (“skill
or technique for the sake of arms”) by training themselves in the
mountains. The “UBASOKU”, which I have already mentioned in my
former paper, might assuredly belong to the latter, and almost all
of them were symbolic of the mystery of the JOBYO done by KITO.

On the other hand, Zenshi (“Zen priest”) might belong to the
category of the former; however, their performance was not so diffe-
rent from that of the avove-mentioned “UBASOKU”.

Though the medical activity of the priests was nominally prohibited
under the regime of that period, it seems that the government could
not but permit tacitly their performance, because pestilence, during
the eighty years or so of the Nara period, had broken out at the rate
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History of Variolation in Europe,
Especially the Introduction of the
Turkish Method in the West

Akira FURUKAWA

1) Turkish variolation was introduced to the West at first by
medical studies of two Greek doctors, Pilarino and Timoni, but became
well-known through the efforts of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, wife
of the British ambassador in Turkey.

2) Pilarino published an excellent monograph on variolation in
1715, and Timoni reported the results of his study on variolation to
the Royal Society of London in 1713. Usually it is mentioned in the
books of medical history, that the first introduction of Turkish variol-
ation to the West occurred in 1721, the year when the daughter of
Montagu was inoculated, after the am bassador and his wife returned
to England.

3) The Turkish Republic determined the first day of April as
the national anniversary day for the small-pox vaccination. It was on
that day, when Lady Montagu wrote a letter to her friend in London,
reporting on the Turkish method of variolation. ;The republic issued
a special stamp in 1967, commemorating the 250 th anniversary of the
Western introduction of Turkish variolation.

4) For the practice and spreading of variolation, the efforts of
the follwing physicians were especially noted: Tronchin, Dimsdale,
Ingenhousz, Boylston, etc. It was commonly performed until the
discovery of Jenner’s vaccination.

5) In Japan, the Chinese method of variolation was introduced at
Nagasaki in 1744, and then, the European method was at first intro-
duced about 1790.

(Shinohara Hospital, Asagaya, Tokyo)
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