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Seishu Hanaoka and His Pupil, Tsei Sugitati
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Summary

Isei Sugitati, one of the best pupils of Seishu
Hanaoka, was a famous surgeon in the clan of
Izushi in the former half of the 19th century. Recen-
tly, letters from Seishu Hanaoka to him and some
materials for the surgery of the Hanaoka school were
found out in the posterity’s house in Morioka city.
The first surgeon who operated on the cancer of
breast in the clan of Izushi in 1827, was Isei Sugitati,
as reviewed from these materials. And also, it was
pointed out from this study that a large number of
excellent surgeons came forward in the posterity

of Isei Sugitati till quite recently.
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Summary

To delve into the lives of great figures in medicine
is always inspiring and rewarding for those who follow
in the footsteps of their profession. Samuel David
Gross, who was Professor of Jefferson Medical College
of Philadelphia, is such a figure.

Gross rose from a humble origin to America’s
foremost surgeon. Having been born in 1805 and reared
as a Pennsylvania Dutch, young Gross was hardly able
to speak proper English. However by his dint of
indefatigable spirit and firm determination he mastered
Greek, Latin, French,

German and Italian as well

as his native English. With these potent linguistic
tools Gross became a prolific writer. Among almost
countless books which he published, the 2360 page
“System of Surgery” is considered his magnum opus.

An interesting feature of this article is the account
of three Japanese physicians who made a call at Gross
Clinic in 1860.

made by any Japanese to a clinic of a foreign country.

This, perhaps, was the first such visit

Watching the Gross operation on the bladder-stone of
a patient with anaesthetization carried out by no less

personage than Dr. William Morton, the discoverer
of ether, undoubtedly was more than an eye opener
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for the visiting Japanese.

The author of this article depicts the breadth of
interest of this remarkable man as a skillful clinician,
admired teacher, devoted researcher, great organizer
and excellent historian who exemplified himself to be
true to his motto, “Man should wear out, not rust

out.”
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Summary

The author found in remains of Shinnin Kawaguchi
some articles (for instance, a pot, a piece of clothes
and sword-guards), which possibly prove that he had
faith in Christianity secretly.

His courage to dissect a human body ensued, not
from the sprit of Buddahism, but probably, from his
hidden faith in Christianity.
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Summary

A guestion was raised recently by Dr. Komori,
that one same rortrait has been attributed to two
different persons: Yamagata Daini, forerunner of the
Meiji Restoration, and Kagawa Shutoku, famous

Physician of the Edo-era. The author discussed in

this article, whether it shows Yamagata or Kagawa,
chiefly by detailed study of crests of both families,
reaching however to no clear conclusion. Additionally

he guessed the reason, why this confusion occured.
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Otts M. Marx:

William James.

Psychiatry without
Bulletin  of the History of
Medicine. Vol. 42, No. 1, 1968, pp. 52—61.
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and to prepare for Harvard. He became ill with fever in France and a
large carbuncle developed in his right armpit. This tumor was incised and
drained by two French doctors named Peau and Villon. The abscess would
not heal, and the boy became progressively worse. He was moved to
London. There he was attended by several famous London doctors,
including Sir James Paget. The boy gradually became cachectic and the
cause of death was “carbuncle with pleurisy.” How much this extroardinary
person might have contributed to the welfare of the world if his life might
have been saved by drugs like Penicillin and Streptomycin is anyone’s
conjecture ; the same may be said of his Uncle Willie.

After Jack’s death, Robert Lincoln was despondent much of the time,
and a manservant was constantly at his side to prevent a possible suicide.
He died at age 83 at his summer home in New Hampshire, of a cerebral
hemorrage.

Aristotle said, in effect, that the reason why people enjoy tragedies is
that the painful actions and problems of others, which excite pity and
fear in the observer, may purge him of these emotions. Perhaps the great
popularity of the Lincoln family story may in part be explained by this
Aristotelian hypothesis. Certainly no family has suffered and died more
sadly than did the Lincolns, and none seems less to have deserved such a
fate. Perhaps grievance for the Lincolns may challenge us all to increased
sympathy, ruth and compassion. (/NEFEE#FDE)
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professor of Medicine in George Washington University, was the Lincoln
family doctor. Willie became progressively worse and died 17 days later.
It would appear ‘to us more probably that he died from pneumonia, and
that he had been weakened by preceding, recurrent respiratory infections.

Much more has been written about Thomas (Tad) Lincoln than any of
the other brothers. Dr. Wallace also officiated at his birth in 1853.

“Tad’s” father said that he had “a head like a tadpole.” He had a mild
cleft palate and talked with a lisp. He was mischievous, incorrigible and
would not study. Like Willie, he had frequent bouts of fever. He was sick
when Willie died in Washington and he was scheduled to accompany his
father to Gettysburg on the day of the famous speech, but became ill and
could not go.

Lincoln was murdered at age 55 just as the American Civil War was
concluded and at the height of his world prestige. After the President’s
death, Mary Lincoln was distraught, restless and generally mixed-up. She
sailed for Europe in 1867 to place Tad under English and German tutors.
Tad was sickly most of the time and developed signs of pulmonary
tuberculosis while he was in Europe. He and his mother returned to
Chicago in 1871. Tad was under the care of several famous Chicago
physicians, including Dr. N. S. Davis, one of the founders of the AMA
as well as of Northwestern University Medical School. When Tad died
in July of 1871, at the age of 18, the official diagnosis was “pleurisy and
dropsy of the chest,” but there seems little doubt today that he had
tuberculosis. Tad’s death later precipitated a complete nervous breakdown
in his mother, causing her to be committed to a private sanitarium.

Robert Lincoln, the oldest son, lived to the ripe age of 83. He remained
aloof, was considered somewhat eccentric, and is said to have been
embarrassed by his father’s backwoods background. Robert Lincoln had
contact with some of the great names in Chicago medicine, such as
Billings, Beven and Murphy.

One of the most lamentable premature deaths was that of Abraham
Lincoln II, called “Jack,” son of Robert. Jack was said to have been a
truly gifted, precocious child, the reincarnation of his grandfather and
namesake. While his father was serving as Ambassador to the Court of

St. James in London, Jack was sent Versailles in order to study French
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to call on several prominent doctors as family physicians. It appears that
the most frequent prescriber for the Lincoln family was amateur Abe
himself. He made frequent purchases at a Drug Store, the accounts of
which have been preserved. Among the medicines that Lincoln purchased
were castor oil, calomel, Dr. Jaynes’ carminative, Brown’s mixture,
cough candy, spirits of camphor, glycerine, ipecac, paregoric, Wright’s
pills, pennyroyal and much brandy.

Of Abe’s and Mary’s four sons, only Robert reached maturity and
Robert’s only son, Abraham Lincoln II, died at the age of 16.

Robert Lincoln was born in the Globe Tavern in Springfield exactly nine
months after the hectic marriage of his parents. At that time, Dr. Anson
G. Henry had been a student of the great Dr. Danield Drahe of Cincinnati.
Mrs. Lincoln wrote that Dr. Henry was her dearest friend.

Robert was an introspective, undemonstrative, shy youth, who had a
divergent eye. When he was fifteen years old, he was bitten by a dog
presumed to be mad. His father took him to Terre Haute, Ind., to have
a mad stone applied to the wound, to draw out the green poison and
prevent hydrophobia.

When the next son, Edward Baker (Little Eddie) came along, the
Lincolns were becoming prosperous. Eddie was said to be a “sweet” boy.
His death, which occurred in 1850, was perpetually lamented by his
parents. In Lincoln’s farewell address to his friends in Springfield, he
said, “Here I have lived a quarter of a century—and here one child lies
buried.” Lincoln himself wrote that the boy was sick fifty-two days and
that he died from “consumption”, Brother Tad probably died from TB and
Willie, the other brother, died from some type of respiratory infection. It
seems probable that Robert’s son, Abraham II, might have had tuberculous
empyema.

The third son, William Wallace Lincoln, “Willie,” was born in 1850,
not long after the death of Eddie. He was named after Dr. William
Wallace who was by this time the family doctor. He officiated at Willie’s

birth. Willie was a handsome, precocious, energetic and lovable boy. He
suffered repeatedly with spells of fever.

About a year after the Lincolns were settled in the White House, Willie
contracted a cold while he was riding horseback. Dr. Robert Stone,
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S
FAMILY DOCTORS

E. F. Pearson, M. D.
Springfield, Illinois, U. S. A.

The essential elements of early Greek tragedies rested on an inner
triumph in spite of outward defeat. The Lincoln tragedy is quite opposite,
with outward triumphs that have favorably influenced the entire human
race but brought complete inner defeat and death to Lincoln and his
family.  The sublime tragedy of the Lincoln family story reaches its full
impact when we recall the lamentable early deaths of four of the five
Lincoln sons.

Nearly everything that even remotely involved Abraham Lincoln is of
great interest around the world. More has been written about Lincoln
than any other person who has lived on this planet with the possible
exception of Jesus Christ.

Abe was a strong young man, but became a self-styled hypochondriac
and had several fits of deep depression. He suffered greatly with each
of his children’s illnesses and deaths. His wife Mary was a vivacious,
gracious and extraordinarily ambitious young woman. She was forced to
watch three of her four sons die and to see her husband murdered. These
bombardments of psychic trauma completely broke her. She was committed
for a while to a mental hospital and her last years were most unhappy.

The health problem of the Lincoln family encompassed the amazing
period of transition in medicine from the backwoods of Kentucky and the
rugged frontier town of New Salem, through the rising status of medicine
and increasingly well educated doctors in Springfield, on to contact with
sophisticated 19th Century medicine in Europe and vigorous young Chicago.

Lincoln himself had close personal relationships with many doctors of

strong personality, and the family, while living in Springfield, had reason
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