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Situations of the Transference of the National Institute for Infectious Diseases

in Tokyo from the Ministry of Home Affairs to the Ministry of Education

in 1914. Part I.
Motoo AKi, M.D.
Department of Neurology,

Toranomon Hospital, Tokyo.
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From recent studies on Goroji Nakagawa, Pioneer of vaccination in Japan

—celebrating bicentenary anniversary of his birth—
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Summary

I

Goroji Nakagawa(1768~1848), a Japanese guard man
of the trading-house in Itrup of the Kurile islands, has
been noted for his immortal benefects to medicine of
Japan.

He was the first to introduce and practise the vacci-
nation found by Edward Jenner(1749~1823) into Japan.

In 1807 he had been captured at the Itrup and brou-
ght unwillingly to Siberia by members of the Russian
fleet, but he returned to Japan in 1812.

During his staying in Siberia as a prisoner, he had
mastered the techniques and procedures of the vaccina-
tion from Russian physicians.

After coming to Japan he performed to vaccinate
the inhabitants in Matsumae district.

I

In this paper, the following points are aimed to
clarify.

1) True family name of Goroji Nakagawa was ““Ob
ariya’”’. The family name ‘‘Nakagawa’, was used
instead only after he had been caught by Russians
in 1807.

2) The tomb of Goroji Nakagawa has not been

yet, but it is most likely that he has been buried
in the tomb of his parents in the cemetery of
Hogenji Temple in Matsumae (Photograph II, V)

3) The dates of death and the names of his families,
including Goroji himself, have been described in
the record of Hogenji Temple, Koryuji Temple
in Hakodate and Senryuii Temple in Kawauchi
(photograph I, 1)

4) Nakagawa vaccinated many inhabitants of Ma-
tsumae district with satisfactory results.

5) He taught the method to Yuzo Shiratori who
was not a physician yet at that
studied the medicine at Akita.

6) This method was brought to Akita district by him
and prevailed among the feudal doctors of Akita.

time, later he

7) In Tsugaru district, the first vaccination was
performed succesfully on the first part of April,
1853 by Risai Itagaki, a physician from Akita.

He is presumed to be one of the physicians who
had mastered the techniques of vaccination from

Yuzo Shiratori.
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Summary

Yuzo Shiratori (? ~1851) of Hakodate was noted for
one of the plysicians who had learned the method of
vaccination from Goroji Nakagawa.

Goroji Nakagawa (1786~1848) was the frist to pr-
actice the vaccination with satisfactory results, and this
method had been brought about into Japan from Russia
by him in the 1810’s

In this paper it is aimed to clarify arm following
points.

1) The tomb of Shiratori’s is in the cemetery of

Shomyoji Temple in Hakodate,

2) It is presumed that this tomb has been rebuilt

about 1916.

3) Tomb of Yuzo Shiratori is not found yet, but

it is most likely that several tomb stones including

Yuzo’s have been used as pedestal stone.
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