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Study on the Model of the Human Viscera in the Cavity of
SHAKA-MUNTI's Statue in SAGA SHORYO-JI Temple.

by
Komon MoriTAa. Akira IsHiHaArRA. Ko0zo WATANABE.

Shaka-muni’s statue of Shoryo-ji Temple in Saga in the west of Kyoto is well-known as an exact image
of Buddha as he was. Not only has it been the object of worship from older days, but it holds an im-
portant position in art history.

This statue was sculptured in the 2nd year of Yoki in Hoku-So Dinasty (985), the work beginning in July
21st of the lunar month and was completed in August 18th. The sculptor is recorded as Cha-Enko patronized
by Chonen, Japanese monk. All the expense for it was defrayed by interested persons living near Taishi.
Recently we have come to know that the statue is made of a tall tree named prunus wilsonii koehne, a
special product of the district.

In the spring of 1954 we happened to find that in the cavity of this statue there are many things kept
by Buddhistric reason. On further inspection it became clear that they are achieves, scriptures transcribed
by hands, printed scriptures, a piece of cloth, copper coins, some metals and jewels; so various in kind and
so large in quantity that no statue in the Orient can equal this one.

Among things kept in the cavity, remarkable is a model of the human viscera, which we inspected in
details from the medical point of view. A list of the viscera model was found, too, in the statue.

Our report on it is comprised of five parts, making it clear what this viscera model means, by research-
ing as many anatomical literatures of the Orient as possible.
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We found the facts as follows :(—
i

The model of the human viscera put in the cavity of Buddha under Buddhistic doctorine means that
the statue is an identity of living Buddha.

2. The model of the human viscera was made by the hands of three nuns of Myozen-ji Temple in Taishi
and one believer, praying for their senior nun’s recovery from illness.

3. The model is made of colored silk cloth together with cotton, incense and jewels. (See the picture on
the first page).

back.

4. The viscera numbers twelve, eleven of which are recorded on the attached list.
by modern anatomy ; they are stomach, heart, liver, gall bladder, lung, kidney, larynx, intestines and skin of

Nine can be explained

5. No viscera in modern anatomy coincide with two; two bursas named 70 and Ché shown in the
lower part of the picture, and Jyosho. a thing like ribbon shown in the above, right of the picture.

[
<t
x
! : e ; [
6. Some viscera have Sanskrit characters or Buddhistic name written on them. They all come from
Buddhistic medicine and the model was made according to the anatomy of ancient India.

7. On study of the forms and colors of the viscera, it is clear that they follow the traditional Chinese
medicine.

8. By X-raying we found the statue has teeth in its month.

9. A very few statue with such viscera as this under Buddhistic doctorine have been made and except
this statue there remain only seven in Japan (one of which is only in record).

None, however, is so old and
so complete as this regarding the data of sculpturing, the sculptor and the motive.
10.

In conclusion we may say the viscera model in the cavity of the Buddha statue of Shoryo-ji Temple
is the oldest and most complete one in the world.




These are an outline of Part I, II and III of this study.

In the following part we studied on the beginning of anatomy in ancient India and its dissemination to
various countries, for the viscera model in the statue was made under Buddhistic doctorine originating in
India.

The main points are as follows :

1. Traditional Indian medicine is based on “ Veda.” In Brahmanism, anatomy closely connecting with
religion reached to a considerably high level.

2. Knowledge of Brahmanic anatomy was succeeded by Buddhism, especially by a school of esoteric
Buddhism, to be introduced to China in the beginning of the 8th century. In the following century it found
its way into Japan through Chinese Buddhistic scriptures.

3. Indian anatomy introduced to Japan developed to a typical thought called “ Gozo Mandara” (Budd-
histic anatomical doctrine) and had been popularized until about the 16th century when it assimilad to
theoretical religion losing its original medical meaning.

4. At present 15 literatures on “ Gozo Mandara” including pictures are ascertained.

5. Traditional Indian anatomy found its way westward to Arabia in the 9th century, and there it
developed to a considerably high degree, united with knowledges of Rome and Alexandria.

The expeditions of crusaders gave it a chance to be introduced to Europe where it contributed to the
reformation of Furopean anatomy in Renaissance.

In Part V, we gave an outline of the history of human dissection, changes of anatomical charts, and
models of human viscera in China. We compared typical anatomical charts of every period until 1913 when
the first human dissection was made scientifically according to European medicine, whereby we proved that
there are some anatomical charts made on the result of practical human dissection, though it has been
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believed that Chinese medicine is only theoretical not practical.

The main points are:

1. In the stone age, the Chinese had already a very primitive, rather magical, medicine. They made
human models out of grasses and trees in order to cure a disease by magic.

2. In the 3rd year of Tempo in “Shin,” Omd had captives of war dissected, and casted human model
of copper.

3. In China between the 3rd century and the 8th century, anatomical knowledge separated from medicine
to unscientific natural philosophy. This is a conspicuous trait of Chinese medicine.

4. In Tang Era, a law against human dissection come to effect. But there are some exceptions; it is
recorded that for about 10 centuries (until Ming Era) 6 bodies were dissected to make anatomical charts,
some of which can be restored to the original state.

As above-mentioned, the model of the human viscera in the cavity of Buddha statue in Skaryo-ji Temple
is of deep significance as a complete clastic model from the view point of not only the history of Oriental
Medicine but anatomy of the world, although it is far from the fact.

It is a great pleasure for us if this study can contribute to filling up a blank of medical history of the
Middle Age in Orient.
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